rphe 1st October saw the opening of Colonel
A Napier's operations on the Cawnpore road.
Omram had placed at his disposal detachments
amounting in ail to over five hundred men, with,
two engineer officers, five experienced miners of the
52nd, and a party of artillerymen with the means of
bursting guns. Napiers dispositions were so effective
that the garrison were at once impressed by his
judgment and ability. On the first day several
buildings were occupied outside the south-east
angle: but night fell before the column reached
its objective, the enemy's battery in the garden of
Phillips' house, and Napier therefore decided to
secure his position and defer the assault till the
following morning, in spite of the eagerness of the
troops to go ahead.
During their advance the men were just about to
shoot a filthy creature who was seen emerging from
a dry well, when he was recognised as a private of
the Madras Fusileers. He had lost touch with the
others in the sortie of the 27th September and,
finding himself cut off from the entrenchment, had
hidden in the well. His only food was a handful of
tea-leaves and biscuits which he chanced to be
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